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NOTE FROM THE BCH-MN PRESIDENT
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FORMATION OF BCH oF MN

Formation History groups do a great job.

Starting in late January 2016 a small grouf BCHA is a national organization orgarfized
ed discussions to form a new state organiz " 32 states. Its primary focus is suppprt-

called Back Country Horseman of Minnesc g and maintaining trails and resisting any
(BCHMN). pressure to close or reduce the eqmn%> us-

age of state and national trails. This i ac-

Minnesota has several Equestrian groups : €°MPlished by promoting new trails, dpcu-

porting all breeds and type of uses. The la menting the volunteer efforts of all trai
and most diverse is the Minnesota Horse ¢ "'ders involved in maintaining existing

cil (MNHC). They support all aspects of ec trails, maintaining existing trails, suppqrt-

trian activity and are much respected in the "9 Staté BCH organizations on these |s-

activities. The Minnesota Horse Council he SUS, and sponsoring and supporting [egis-
strong working relations with other states v lation effecting national and state foregts.
gives it a national presence. BCHMN was formed to work on these

The Minnesota Trail Rider Association (MT S&Me areas and to help support otherfstates
is an organization focused primarily on sup @d the national BCHA organization op na-

ing state and local trails, horse activities cc ional issues. B&H will have a much |
nected with trail riding, and legislative work Stronger focus on trail maintenance ag this
the state level. They support trail activity SON€ 0bur main goals. We look to gaip

through sponsored rides, work days and gi Stréngth with strong support from BCHA
funding for specific projects. and other state BCH members.

Local saddle clubs maintain public and pri
trails on a more local basis. Each of these

BCH-MN STRUCTURE
BCHMN was officially formed in February of 2016
BCHMN elected a slate of Officers and Directors

PRESERVE Marvin Breitkreutz, President -2320843 heritage@rswb.coop
PROTECT Russ Wright, Vice President -7B8Z512 rlwright@frontiernet.net
M AINTAIN Ken Olson, Secretary -3588686 oakridgefarm244@gmail.com

Barb Partington, Treasurer  -3489P09 bpartington2014@gmail.com

www.bchmn.org www.facebook.com/BackCountryHorsemenMinnesota/ nesta@gmail.dochmin
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BCH -MN
501()3 NON -PROFIT

WE AREONTHEWERB
WWW.BCHMN.ORG

JOIN US IN PRESERVING
AND MAINTAINING
TRAILS IN MINNESOTA

BCH-MN REGIONAL DIRECTORS NEEDED

One of the strengths of BCH state organizations is the establishment of '
"regional" chapters within the state. The members in these chapters are
and ears of the organization. Through these chapters the organization ¢
needs to be done and create the opportunities for riders to fulfill the miss
BCH in MN helping maintain trails and keep trails available to horses.

2016 is our formation year. The officers have been busy getting things
are at the point where it would be good to expand the Board of Directors
regional directors on the state Board. Article VII Section 4-biNheyBGH
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As we get BEMN rolling, the officers are asking for members to step forwprd and

volunteer to be a director for your area of thieestatethwest, northeast, wes
central, east central, southwest or southeast. By doing this we can begi
chapters around the state and expand our ability to observe needs, org
ties and enhance our influence. We hope to begin forming local/regiona
in 2017.

to esta
ize acti
chaptet

We ask that all members consider volunteering to become a director forj/our par

of the state. Like the President'Hays don't get any volunteers we may h
to start twisting some arms!!!"

Horsemen of Minnesota.

ters in Minnesota.

If there is not a chapter in your area, it only takgsdy  wi nst ed)

This nomrofit status will flow down to BCH cha

email bchminnesota@gmail.com 50-358686
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The Zumbro Bottoms Equestrians (ZBE) group instal
tie lines at Walnut Grove as part of the National Trail
day" June 4, 2016. ZBE repaired the existing tie line
stalled a new tie line and added a hitching post. Wali
is a popular lunch and rest stop at Zumbro Bottoms.
for repairs and improvements were over do because

concerns and damage to trees from tying horses to t

The process started with discussions with DNR Trail
Forestry managers in the fall of 2015. It was decided
solution and location would be additional ti#BiEgs.0-

vided labor and materials with the help of donations.
would like to thank Bill Page, horse rider and owner «
Welding shop in Zumbrota for donating the pipe and
for the new lines and Mark Fitting donated the pipe t
the existing linethanks Bill and Mark! Angie Murphy,
er of COWPOKES Western Shop from Kellogg dona
use of her UTV to get the materials up to Walnut Grc

and a 4 wheeler to get everything up the steep hill frc

Point E to Walnut Grove. Since Walnut Grove is on the
end of the forest from the West Assembly Area where m
national trails day projects were planned, we decided to

DpPOSite
[pst of th
nstall tt

tie lines on Wednesday, June 1st. Making the list and ggthering

materials started several weeks before.

The five volunteeiSteve Freeze, Lee Partington, Ken Olg
Angie Murphy, and Mark Fitting met at 9 am to load the

bN,
ols an

materials and started up the hill. It took several trips andl?ol little

exercise to get up the steep part, even with the UTV ang
wheeler. At Walnut Grove we divided thént@asBgroups an
got started. | was surprised that repairing the old tie line
long as installing a complete new set. The thifchgiew

4
ol
took as

cleared brush, cleaned the fire pit and installed a new st of "Pa

in, Pack it out "signs. I've always been amazed when pdrk user:

Volunteers donated their time, personal tools and eq ooy )| containers out on the trails but can't manage tofhall the

garbage out! After a lunch break we took a few pictures,jloaded

tools and garbage and headed backhiiene the tie lines
provide service for many years and help make Walnut G
more enjoyable.
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