
  Keeping Trails Open and Maintained – “we are the workers”

2025 Back Country Horsemen of Minnesota Annual Meeting

January 5, 2025 
Social hour 12:30
Meeting at 1:30 PM followed by raffle

Location: Firehouse Grille, 7875 Old Town Road, Elko New Market, MN

Please join us for our BCH-MN annual meeting. Come early and enjoy lunch. The food 
and service are excellent!

Meet and greet new and returning members and learn about what we have 
accomplished this past year as well as goals for the coming year.  
Please bring new or lightly used items for the raffle.

Primary agenda items will include:
• The Financial report
• Election of officers:

o Open officers’ positions are President, Vice President and Secretary.
o Nominations are still open for these positions.

• Reports reviewing 2024 and looking ahead to 2025.
********************************************************************************

Calendar of Events
Jan 5 – Back Country Horsemen of MN –  Annual Meeting – Firehouse Grill – Elko New Market- 
12:30-1:30 social hour,  1:30 meeting

Jan 18– Southeast MN Back Country Horsemen of MN – Annual Meeting – Forestville State Park

Jan 25 – Zumbro Bottoms Back Country Horsemen of MN –  Annual Meeting – Kim’s Saloon & Grill – 
Plainview 12:00-1:00 social hour, 1:30 meeting

NW Metro Back Country Horsemen of MN – Annual Meeting – Sherburne County’s Snowmobile shed 
in Big Lake. Stay tuned for more details

April 13-16 – BCHA National Meeting at Prescott, Arizona

2025 Summary Newsletter



 

BCHA National Convention

The BCHA annual national convention was held this year in Casper, Wy. Every year 
the national convention is hosted by a different state. Each state has 2 National 
Delegates. Attending the convention is open to all BCH members. 8 members from 
Minnesota attended the April convention. It was great fun!

Attending the convention is a learning opportunity.  Meeting and chatting with members 
from other states is very interesting.  Opportunity abounds if one is willing to travel to 
help work on trails. Some chapters have grants available to fund rider/horse on trail 
work days. Contact Barb Partington ( bpartington2014@gmail.com) if interested in 
traveling to another state to help on work days.

mailto:bpartington2014@gmail.com


BCH-MN President’s Report for the 2024 Year

Dear BCH-MN Members,

With the year ending, we take this opportunity to review our 
accomplishments and celebrate the incredible strides we've made 
together. Your unwavering support and active participation have 
made this year a remarkable one for BCH-MN.

Significant Achievements and Events:
 Our membership has grown, and we are excited to welcome 

our new chapter, NW Metro BCH-MN.
 We've had productive meetings with the DNR, providing 

valuable information about equestrian concerns.
 The use of horse camps by non-equestrians was discussed, 

and we are actively working with the DNR to resolve this 
issue to benefit both equestrians and other users.

 Collaboration with other equine groups to speak with one 
voice to the DNR about trail riding issues has been a 
significant step forward.

What Does BCHA Do for Us?
 This is a question that comes up often, and I want to emphasize that we would not be where 

we are today without the support of BCHA. Any problem we face has likely already been dealt 
with by other members, and we have access to a wealth of information and support from them.

 BCHA helps us by connecting us to other members who have encountered and overcome 
similar challenges, providing us with valuable insights and solutions.

  BCHA offers a wide array of resources, from best practices to technical advice, ensuring we 
are well-equipped to handle any situation.

  BCHA represents our interests on a national level, advocating for policies and initiatives that 
benefit our endeavors. 

  Members have access to training programs and workshops that enhance our skills and 
knowledge, keeping us informed and prepared.

  BCHA provides a platform for networking with other equine enthusiasts and professionals, 
fostering a sense of community and mutual support.

 Public Lands Committee Support: This year, the BCHA Public Lands Committee has been 
instrumental in helping us make progress toward securing a camp and trail work contract with 
our DNR. This contract will clearly outline what we can and cannot do, significantly improving 
our ability to collaborate effectively with the DNR.

 Your involvement is the cornerstone of our success. We invite you to continue participating in 
our programs, share your ideas, and help us grow.

This has truly been a productive year for us.

Sincerely,

Diane Freese 
President, BCH-MN



2024 BCH-MN Rendezvous - August 16-18, 2024
 
This years Rendezvous was held at Stony Brook Horse Campground in George 
Washington State Forest near Cook, MN.

This quiet campground is a pleasant place to be. The marked trails are sandy. 
Shoes are not needed on the horses. The weather forecast was for rain, 
resulting in lower attendance.  

The silent auction and poker run had great participation from all attendees.
Dawn Voges, McCarthy Beach park manager, came to talk to our group. She 
was very informative. We learned a bit more about the park and area.   The 
Saturday evening potluck was fabulous.  We would like to thank the people 
that participated in the silent auction and poker run.



BCH-MN Expo Booth

The BCH-MN booth was again located in the Miracle of Birth building. This year 
all BCH-MN members that visited our booth had a chance to win a custom 
made leather headstall donated and crafted by Dan Stussy of Zumbrota, MN.

It was great fun chatting with all the BCH-MN members that stopped at the 
booth.

A big thank you to the 15 volunteers who helped with the booth.  A total of 
130 hours volunteer hours. It was a little bit of work and a whole lot of fun. 

Welcome to the 12 new members who joined that weekend.

2025 MN Horse Expo, April 25-27, will be held at Canterbury Downs. Please 
look for us there!



Southeast Chapter (SEMN BCH) 2024
This past years activities and accomplishments

• Annual meeting at Forestville State Park with silent auction 
and potluck for members and guests

• SEMN BCH-MN apparel
• Spring clean up at Reno Horse camp 
• At Forestville, providing education through the

  BARK Rangers - Pets (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
• Representation at MN Horse Expo
• Berne pizza fund raiser
• New hitching rail at Historic Old Town in Forestville State Park

SEMN-BCH participated in the last Bark Ranger program for 2024 with the naturalist at 
Forestville State Park. We had great attendance of 13 campers and 8 dogs, some of 
the campers were unaware that there is trail etiquette while out on the trail and they 
appreciate the interaction very much with the horses.

SEMN BCH web page

SEMN BCH Facebook page

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/pets/bark-rangers.htm
https://semnbch.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/852097672017487/


New hitching rail was installed at Historic Old Town in Forestville State Park at the request 
of the manager. 

This past fall, it was the SEMN BCH honor to donate a bench to the Island Riders in 
honor of Ken Olson for his years of service with both the Island Riders and the BCH 
of MN. Over the past few years, the SEMN BCH has installed cedar bench / 
mounting blocks at Forestville, Hay Creek, Lake Louise, Wet Bark, Vinegar Ridge 
and Chester woods with Ken assistant. 



Zumbro Bottoms Chapter 2024
This past years activities and accomplishments 

• Annual meeting in Plainview
• Spring and fall workdays
• Opening weekend Chicken Que fundraiser
• National Trails Day Scavenger Hunt
• ZB BCH-MN Apparel
• Representation at MN Horse Expo
• Planted 20 trees at West Campground
• Assembled and installed bird spikes in picnic shelter

ZB BCH-MN Facebook Page

ZB BCH-MN web page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/197591260612245/
https://zumbrobottomsbchmn.weebly.com/


What a season for riding we have had; great spring and even better fall and 
Frostbite ride weekend. We hope everyone had a good time riding this past 
season.

We want to thank all the volunteers that worked as camp host this summer. I 
believe we had every weekend filled and were able to assist many riders with 
answering questions and keeping them updated on the trail conditions. The 
storms in June and July caused some damage, with trees down on the trails 
and washouts. Texas trail suffered big time, and we hope it’s on the list with 
the DNR to repair this spring. Other trails suffered some damage but have 
been worked on and were usable. We are still working on plans and approval to do some repairs to 
Paddy trail, some of the trail is on private land and the DNR is reluctant to allow us to work on it. 
Forestry did close some of the unofficial (renegade) trails this year since they were determined 
unsustainable by them. We are hoping Forestry holds a public meeting about these closures this 
winter and as promised a few years ago some of them can be declared designated trails and be 
opened next year. If we hear of the meetings, we will keep you informed.

We finally got to spend the FRTP grant funding that was requested by MTRA a few years ago, 
(Thanks Terry Leary and MTRA for requesting them). The engineering was a collaboration of ZB 
users as it took funding from ZB-BCH-MN, MTRA and the Golden Eagles to get the engineering done. 
The work was accomplished this year on the three trails that the group decided were in the worst 
shape. This caused those trails to be closed for a while, but they were open late in the fall. We’re 
hoping the winter gets them packed in and stabilized so the repairs last many years. Thanks for 
understanding this repair work and time frame.

ZB-BCH-MN held our annual Chicken Que serving over 100 people with half a chicken and other 
goodies. Many thanks to those that contributed and those that came and enjoyed the food. Special 
thanks to the cooks for their time and expertise, everyone seemed to enjoy the feast.

During the summer there were a few tie line posts that were destroyed and needed to be replaced, if
you see a broken post, please let the host know so we can get it replaced quickly. Not informing the 
host means it might be still broken for the next weekend and other riders. Donations for the posts are
appreciated as we donate our time to replace them.

Frostbite was a very big success as we had unbelievable weather, T-shirts at the end of October is 
hard to believe but the weekend was great. The DNR counted over 220 campers there Friday and 
Saturday nights. The trails were dusty the first days, but light rain helped to make them not as dusty 
for the weekend. Special thanks to BJ’s to provide the bus to transport people to the dance at 
Whippoorwill camp. Of course, many people took the opportunity to enjoy their great food along with 
the dancing.

We did a final clean up and put away the camp the next weekend and planted 20 shade trees around 
the camp area. They were placed with the opinions of many campers as we walked around and 
visited with you the campers for ideas. Thanks to the volunteers that helped get that project done.

Please help us by becoming a volunteer and assist us in keeping the trails at ZB open for our 
enjoyment. 

Bruce Kvittem
ZB BCH-MN President



Northwest Metro Chapter 2024
This past years activities and accomplishments 

• Two spring workdays at Sand Dunes State Forest horse camp
• Representation at MN Horse Expo
• Chapter camping weekend at Crow Hassen Park Reserve
• Fall work day to rebuild warming shed
• Fall cleanup day at Bob Dunn Horse Camp

Our first year of being a Back Country Horsemen Chapter was a success!

We held two spring workdays at the Sand Dunes State Forest Horse Campground in April and 
May, helping with maintenance projects and picking up trash in the ditches and on the trails 
around the horse camp.

NW Metro BCH-MN Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestMetroBCHMN




Lastly, we finished up our year with another clean-up day at the Bob Dunn Horse Camp in 
October.

The condition of the horse trails and horse camp at the Sand Dunes State Forest has really 
improved this past year, and we are proud to say that our chapter of Back Country Horsemen 
was a huge part of this change! 

As our Chapter continues to grow and accomplish projects, we invite you to join us in 2025!  
You can find us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestMetroBCHMN  )  or can send 
an email to us at NWMetroBCH@gmail.com for more information.

Northern MN 2024 – Huntersville – Tami Wenthold
This past years activities and accomplishments

• Reclaiming designated horse trails after planned logging

There were several timber sales with logging occurring during the fall of 2023 and throughout 
the 2024 season in Huntersville State Forest, particularly in the Shell City area where the 
designated Horse Trails are located.  Trails are supposed to be left in “as good or better” shape 
by the loggers doing the project.  This is hard to do with all the heavy equipment used during 
the operation and those workers unfamiliarity with the trail system.  Establishing a relationship 
with the Foresters in charge that are open to communication is a huge benefit.  The DNR area 
Parks and Trails worked very hard to reclaim the designated horse trails that were in the areas 
disrupted. Keeping them open with the regrowth that occurs continues for several years 
afterwards.  

Horse trails were in good shape after the work that was done in late August and early 
September.  The trails were very busy this fall. Shell City Horse camp had many riders taking 
advantage of the trails.  The Annual Huntersville Fall Trail Ride in September was a success.  A 
group from the Horse Endurance Riders worked on some of the trails that they were going to be 
using prior to their event in October.  There is still some trail reconditioning planned in the 
future for areas that have issues. 

mailto:NWMetroBCH@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestMetroBCHMN


2024 BCH-MN Officers and 
Directors

President – Diane Freese – 507-319-5808 freese.diane@outlook.com 
Vice President – Ken Olson – 507-251-7401 oakridgefarm244@gmail.com  
Secretary – Barb Partington – 651-764-2713 bpartington2014@gmail.com  
Treasurer – Bruce Kvittem – 507-259-6127 kvranch@mail.com 
 
SE Chapter Delegates to State Board –  
Nola Robson – 507-272-7882 nolar2@gmail.com
Southeast MN BCH-MN – Marilyn Messmer – m3messmer@q.com 

ZB Chapter Delegates to State Board – 
Dawn Dick – winddancer55945@yahoo.com  
Jim Reisinger – 612-919-6382 jtreisinger@yahoo.com  

Northwest Metro Delegates to State Board -
Deb Podvin - Debra_klein1@yahoo.com 

Area Representative on State Board – 
Marv Breitkreutz – Southwest/West Central MN 320-212-9843 
mphorses43@gmail.com
Tami Wenthold – North Central MN - wentnorth2001@yahoo.com     

Public Lands Chair - Bob Welsh - welsh55025@gmail.com 

National Delegates – Marilyn Messmer and Bruce Kvittem 

Chapter Presidents - 
Southeast MN BCH-MN – Marilyn Messmer – m3messmer@q.com
Zumbro Bottoms BCH-MN - Bruce Kvittem - kvranch@mail.com
Northwest Metro BCH-MN – Debra Podvin – debra_klein1@yahoo.com 

********************************************************************
Renew your membership for 2025!!

Contact your chapter or state treasurer
www.bchmn.org  

www.facebook.com/BackCountryHorsemenMinnesota/  
bchminnesota@gmail.com  

mailto:bchminnesota@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/BackCountryHorsemenMinnesota/
http://www.bchmn.org/
mailto:debra_klein1@yahoo.com
mailto:kvranch@mail.com
mailto:m3messmer@q.com
mailto:welsh55025@gmail.com
mailto:wentnorth2001@yahoo.com
mailto:mphorses43@gmail.com
mailto:Debra_klein1@yahoo.com
mailto:jtreisinger@yahoo.com
mailto:winddancer55945@yahoo.com
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mailto:nolar2@gmail.com
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